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Mission Statement

AMBUCS™ is dedicated to creating
mobility and independence for
people with disabilities by:

.. Performing community service

... Providing AmTryke® therapeutic
tricycles to people with disabilities

... Providing Scholarships for
Therapists
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From the President:

Twenty three Ambucs, current members, past
members, and invited guests were in attendance at
Joe & Jeanette Geraghty’'s home for the August
Ambucs meeting. The food and fellowship was
excellent. | am happy to report that an AmTryke has
now been ordered and is on track for presentation to
a seven year old girl, Justice Gordon, at the
September Ambucs meeting.

Justice was referred by her uncle and is under
the care of Swedish American Health System
Pediatric Therapy Services. | will be in contact with
the therapist, invite her to the presentation and
explore the possible link for scheduling training or
demo site.

The Rock River Valley Board is open to any
suggestions for projects, socials, fundraisers,
membership, speakers, or any ideas. All members
are welcome to the board meetings which are held
on the first Thursday of every month.

Don’t forget the upcoming Fall Conference.
The theme is Caddyshack, the opening party on
Friday evening is always excellent. The room rates
are reasonable and the networking is helpful for
future growth.

Hope to see all of you at the next meeting!

Richard Lierman
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August Board Meeting Notes

The August Board Meeting was held at Dave
Jahn’s home. We enjoyed a productive
meeting with good attendance. Rich
Lierman, Linda Black, Jim Nordstrom, Pat
Cutting, Dick Larson. Some of the items up
for discussion were; Potential ways to
network with other organizations, dropping
inactive members, getting a new spare key
to the P.0. box, creating a brochure to
highlight the new Swirligig AmTryke to
present to potential recipients, hosting a
therapist training in September, having
speakers at the meetings, and arranging for
an old AmTryke to be picked up. The board
meetings are the nuts and bolts portion of
our organization, all members are welcome
to attend and offer ideas or suggestions.

National Conference Photos....

August Chapter Meeting Notes

The August meeting was held at Joe &
Jeanette Geraghty’s home. We had great
weather, great food and many members and
guests at the meeting. The backyard
meetings we keep short and sweet so we
briefly discussed a few items of importance.
The ramp we built for The Shirk’s on
Sycamore Lane needs to be torn down. It
was a temporary ramp and it is no longer
needed. We will be ordering an Amtryke to
be presented at the next meeting. Swedish
American Hospital is potentially going to be
the next site for an Amtryke Therapist
Training. Dave discussed the upcoming golf
outing. Thank you to our gracious hosts, Joe
& Jeanette and to all who attended.




89th Annual AMBUCS National Conference
MEMPHIS 2011 = It was a blast!!
By Pat Cutting

Perhaps some of you thought, “Why go to Memphis¢ There's nothing to do
there.” Wrong. Let me assure you there was never a dull moment and we were
amazed at all Memphis had to offer. Having the Trolley right outside the door of
the hotel made it extremely easy to get to Beale Street or any other place a
person wanted to go, with the exception of Tunica, MS!

The reason for being in Memphis, however, was the National Conference which
lived up to expectations and more. More new clubs—14--were added this year;
more new members, making total membership of 4,250 regular members (not
including Friends members). There is now a total of 138 clubs nationwide and in
two new states, Utah and West Virginia. The average club membership is 31.

This organization is growing by leaps and bounds and is poised to really take off
over the next few years. National is predicting more than 6,000 members and
clubs in nearly every state by 2016 at the current rate of growth.

One of the reasons for this anficipated growth is the interest being generated by
the addition of AmTrykes for Veterans program. The first annual Veteran's Ride
was d phenomenal event where 22 veterans received their trykes and
participated in the ride. Veterans AmTrykes are given for recreational purposes
and are not competition bikes. Dave Jahn will tell you more about that.

Our grant committee received informative and helpful information when they
attended Bob Richards’ AmTrykes Grant Writing educational session. We are
looking forward to writing and collecting much needed grant monies over the

next year.

Rich Lierman and Kristina Pando assisted with assembling AmTrykes and worked
at the AmTryke rodeo where 40 AmTrykes were given to deserving children.

The opening night activities are a most anficipated event and this year's
activities, including a buffet and music, lived up to expectations. The music was
easy on the ears (well, for the most part) and very danceable—Ellie, Kristina's
daughter, held everyone's attention on the dance floor.

It sounds so cliché to say what a great conference—but [T WAS. Attending the
annual conference gives perspective to all we do. Let's have more members
than ever attend next year's conference in Oklahoma City, where there will be

lots to see and do and to learn!






